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PART 1: CONTENTS & CATALOGUE

The following pages provide page references for the analysis of the detailed
patterns of Cut Spelling. By giving an example for most patterns, they also
present a skeleton catalogue of CS patterns and forms. NB: the examples
given below only show cuts explained up to that point (eg E.1.1.17 shows
brunette cut to brunett, but Rule 3 later produces the final CS form brunet); if
the final CS form of words listed below is required, it should be checked in
the dictionary in Part III.

Chapter/Section Topic Page
CHAPTER 1 CUT SPELLING: AIM & CONTEXT ...ccceevercrcnrcscarcscnnsens 16
1  Definition, origin and evolution of Cut Spelling ...........cccccceeuueee.e. 16
1.1 A new approach to English spelling..........ccccocvivviiiiiiiniiienieennnns 16
1.2 Definition of CS and purposes of the Handbook............................. 16
1.3 Historic tendency to economy in Writing........ccceeeeveeerrveeenreveeennnnen. 17
1.4 Origins Of CS ...ooiieiieeeeee e e e 18
1.5 Development and consolidation of CS..........ccccooeeiiiiiiiiiinieeee, 19
1.6 Definitions of redundancy ..........ccccoeveveeeeiiiiiniiieecee e, 21
2 CS and the principles of alphabetic spelling ..........ccccceevcuneerccscennees 22
2.1 Historical and psychological foundations............cccceeevvveeenvinennnen. 22
2.2 CS and the reform of English spelling..........ccccccoeeevvieviieennieennen. 23
2.3 Advantages 0f CS .....ooooiiiieeeee e 25
2.3.1 Practical advantages.........c.cccecveeeeiieieciiiee e 25
2.3.2 Advantages for implementation............cccceeerveerieenieenineesneenne 26
2.3.3 Wider linguistic advantages..........ccccecveeeuveerveenieenieeereeeneenn 28
3 Some questions of implementation............cccceeeeccericsineecssnrcsscnsncen 30
3.1 Spreading the idea.........ccoevvviiieeiiiieiie e 30
3.2 Levels and machinery for implementation ............ccccceecvvveerveeennneen. 31
3.3 The social psychology of implementation.............cccceevvveeerveeennneen. 33
4  Future development...........eeiccenvcnnneicssscnnnecssssssssncssssssssncssssssssscssssnses 35
CHAPTER 2 CUT SPELLING: FORM & CONTENT .....cccceeuvercnncccnenens 38
1 On first approaching CS ........cccovveericiiicnnnreccsssnsnnccsssnsnecssssssssecsses 38
1.1 CS s €asy tO 1€ad......ccevviiieiiieeeiie ettt e e 38
1.2 Degrees of Strangeness.......cccvveeeeveieeiieeeeiieeeeieee e eereeeeeree e 39
1.3 Homophones and homographs ............cccccveeeeiiiiinciiieiciieeeeeeee, 40
L4 WITHING CS oottt et eira e e 41
1.5 If in doubt, dOn’t CUL OUL .....oovvveeeieeiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 43
1.6 Flexibility needed for transitional period ...........ccocevveeeieenieniennnen. 44

1.7 Full CS cuts nevertheless preferable...........cccooeveeeiiiiiiiniienieens 45


http://spellingsociety.org/uploaded_books/cschap1.pdf
http://spellingsociety.org/uploaded_books/cschap2.pdf

CONTENTS & CATALOGUE 3

1.8 Avoiding ambiguity, ensuring compatibility...........ccccceveveieeennnnnnns 46
1.9 Coming to terms with shorter CS forms..........cccccvveveiiiiniieeeninnnns 46
1.10 Different needs of adults, beginners, professionals........................ 47

2 The letters and their SOUNS........ccocveierccnricsssnricssnresssnseesssasressnsecses 49
2.1 The function of IEtterS.......ccccvveieeiiiieiie et 49
2.2 Standard sound-values of letters in English ..........ccccoooviviniinnnnn. 49
2.2.1 CONSONANTS......uvviieeieiiiiieeeeiiteeeeeeiitreeeessnrreeeeesnreeeesenrseeeeeennns 50
2.2.2 VOWEIS .o 50

2.3 Letters in combination (digraphs).........cccccueeeeeiiieeiiiieeecieeeeree e, 51
2.3.1 Consonant digraphs ..........cccceevveeeiiieeeiiieeeiee e e 51
2.3.2 Vowel digraphs........cccoecvieeiiiieiiieiiieeiee e 51

2.4 Simplifying doubled spellings for long € ..........cccceevevvveiiienirennnnns 52
2.5 Keeping non-standard sound-values of letters...........cccccevverveennennn 52
2.6 MorphemicC variation...........ccceeeeeuvereeiieeeeiieeeeireeeseeeeeveeeeseseeeeneneas 53
2.7 Alternative TO SPellingsS........cceeeveieriiereriiie et 53

3 Learning ProCeSSEeS....eiccnueresssssresssssrcssssesssssssssssssessssssssssssesssssssses 54
3.1 Three categories: rules and €XErciSes ........eevvvvreeriureeerreeenireeeneeeenns 54
3.2 Identifying Short VOWEIS .......cccccviiieiiiiieiie e 54
3.3 ‘Magic’ long vowel indicators beside €........ccceevvveeeevieeniieeenneen. 54
3.4 Matching against shorter TO forms..........cccccveeeviiieeeciieeeiee e 55
3.5 Too MUCh t0 1€arn? .......eovuiiiiiieeiieeiie e 55
3.6 How difficult would CS be for initial learners? ............ccccccuveennenne. 56
3.7 Assessing backwards compatibility..........cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiece, 57
CHAPTER 3 WHICH LETTERS ARE CUT?....ccceecenrerssurcsnecssesssnsssasssns 59
1 Cutting as far as poSSIDIE ......ceccviieiiiiiiieiieceeeeee e 59
2 Illustration by progressive use of CS spellings ..........ccccceevveevieenieennee. 59
3 The Cutting RUIES ......oooeeiiiiiiieeeee e 59
4 PreSentation........ceiiieriieiiie ettt ettt st 60
RULE 1: LETTERS IRRELEVANT TO PRONUNCIATION ....cccoeeeuee 60
Redundant A.......eieeieiiinieiiiisneiissnecssssencsssseecssssscsssssssssssesssssssssssssessns 61
AL AE > Bt 61
A.1.1 AE > E: anaemia > QNemia .............ccccceeeeuveeeeeeccuueeeeenerineaaanns 61
A.1.2 AER-> AR ER-7 oot 61

A2 BEA S B e 61
A.2.1 Final -EA > -E in monosyllables: tea > te.......c...ccccvveeennennnee. 61
A.2.2 -EA-E > -E-E: long E doubly indicated...........c.ccccuerrrrennnnne. 61
A2.2.1 POACE ™ PECE ..ueveeeieeeieeeiee et 61
A.2.2.2 -EASE > -ESE: €ase > eSe.......cccccceevererncieeniieeecreeeeen. 61
A.2.2.3 -EATHE > -ETHE: breathe > brethe............ccccceeuveenn..... 62
A.2.2.4 -EAVE > -EVE: leave > leve..........cccceveveeenecineecreeennnn. 62

A.2.3 -EA-> -E- pronounced as short E ............ccccooveiieiniiienienee, 62


http://spellingsociety.org/uploaded_books/cschap3rule1.pdf

4 CUT SPELLING Part I: the system explained

A23.1 -EA->-E-1head > hed ............ueeeeeeeeeciiieeieeeieeeeen 62
A.2.3.2 -EAR->-ER-: €arn > erf.....cccccceveeeccieeiiniiieeeeenn, 63

A.2.4 EA>E pronounced as long A ..........ccooovvviviiiiiniiieeeiie e, 63
A.2.4.1 -Ea->-E-: break > brek............cceeveveeeeeciiiaeieeeeieeeeen, 63
A.2.4.2 -EAR > -ER: pear > per .......coueveeeeeicieeeeeeiieeeeeeeeenn 64

A3 COA- 2O e e 64
A3.1 broad > brod ..............ccccueeeeeeeeeeiieieeiiieeeeeeee e 64
A3.2 mOAL > mOL? ettt 64
A.3.3 -OAR > -OR: cOArse > COVSe......cccuuvevuuiiiiaiciiiieeescieeeeeeeveenn 65
A.3.4 LOATH > LOTH: loathe > [0the .............cccouveeeevvieeriieaenannn, 65

A4 -ICALLY > -ICLY: basically > basicly ..........cccceeeeeueeeecveeeerenannne. 65
A.5 Miscellaneous: COCOA > COCO .......uuuvvuuemiiiaiiiieiieeiieeieeeiee e 65
Redundant B.........ccccoviinnnnnnnniiiccccssssssssnssssnscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 66
B.1 Short vowel + -MB > -M: dumb > dum ..............cccoevevvvevcreeannenn. 66
B.2 =BT > -T: debt > det ........ccccoueeeeeeeieeiieeeiie e 66
B.3 No cut in long vowel + -MB: comb .........ccoevevcviieeciiieiieeiieene, 66
Redundant C........couiiiiiviicninnnicnssnnicssssnisssssicssssssossssssssssssesssssssssssssossassasses 66
C.1 -CK>-K:see Rule3........ccoviiiiiieeeeeee e 66
C2 -CQ>-Q: ACqUit™> QAQUIL......ccuuvveeeeeeeieieeeeeeiiieeeeeeieeeeeeeareeee e 66
C.3 SC-> S-:descend > desend .................ccccoceeueeeiieeciieniiaccieeaaeennne, 66
C.4 SCH- > SH-=: SChiSt > SRISE cooeveeeeieeiieeieeeeeeeeeeiee e 67
C.5 -XC-> -X-: @XCEPE > @XEPL e..evveeeeeeiiiiaeeeciiieeeeecieee e eereee e 67
C.6 SHIENE C ettt st e 67
C.7 Retaining C for the sound of SH: conscience > concience............. 67
C.8 S preferred to C: defence > defense ...........coueveveeeeceeeceeeninennnnns 68
C.9 K preferred to C: disSc > diSk ......c.oocueeevvveniiieiiieiieecieecieeieeeien 68
C.10 -CTI- or -XI-: connection Or CONNEXTONT .........cceeeevveeeeeecreeeeennnne, 68
C.11 Silent ‘magic’ C retained: indict ..........ccceeeeeveeeicieeeeieeeeieeeeeen. 68
Redundant Di.......iiiiiinivniiicisinnnniicssssnnnncssssssnncssssssssncssssssssscssssssssscssssses 68
D.1 -DG->-J-5€€ Chapter 4........ccceoiiieeiiieeiieeeiie e 68
D.2 ADIJ-> AJ-: adjust > QJUSE......ccccuveeeerieeeciieeecieeeeee e 68
D.3 -D- beside -N-: handkerchief > hankerchief ................cceevevunen.... 69
Redundant E........iiiiiiivneiicnnscnnnnicsssssssnicssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 69
E.1 Redundant final E.........c.cooiiiiiiiiiieee e 69
E. 1.1 After CONSONANtS. ........coovieriieiiieeiie et 69

S I O R 7 7= 7 USROS 69
E.1.1.2 TO alternatives: axe > @x ......cccccvueeeeceeeenceieeeiiieeeiee e 69
E.1.1.3 O with short U-value : come > com ............ccceeevvennnnnn... 69
E.1.1.4 -FE > -F: carafe > caraf ......cc.ccooueeveveeevceeeeeieeeseeeeen 69
E.1.1.5.1 -DGE >-Djor >-J: see Chapter4 ...........ccceeevvrennnee. 69

E.1.1.5.2 -GE >-J: see Chapter 4 .......cccccvevvvveeecieeeniiee e, 69



CONTENTS & CATALOGUE 5

E.1.1.6 -GUE > -G: league > leag (cfE.1.1.11) .ccccvvvervrennnnnn. 70
E.1.1.7 Consonant +LE > consonant +L: little > littl................... 70
E.1.1.8 Vowel +LE >vowel +L .......cccccoiiiiiii 70
E.1.1.8.1 -ILE > American -IL: virile > viril ........cccce........ 70
E.1.1.8.2 -OLE not cut to -OL: pole.........ccceeeevvreeecrireeieeannnen. 70
E.1.1.8.3 -ULE > -UL: module > modul ..............ccceeeve....... 71
E.1.1.9 -NE > -N: destine > destin ...........cccccccccovvvvviiiiiiininninnnnn... 71
E.1.1.10 EUrOpe > EUFOP .....ccceeeeeveeeeeeiiieeeeeieee et eevveae e 71
E.1.1.11 -QUE > -Q: plaque > plag (cfE.1.1.6)...cccoeeeeuvvrennnnn. 71
E1TI2-RE > =R 71
E.1.1.12.1 Qr, Wer, WHET ........uueeeeeeiiiieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 71
E.1.1.12.2 Consonant +-RE > +-R: centre > centr.................... 72
E.1.1.12.3 -IRE > -IR: Cheshire > Cheshir...........ccccceeeeeeenn..... 72
E.1.1.12.4 -ORE > -OR: before > befor ...........ouvevuvveecveeannnen.. 72
E.1.1.12.5 -URE > -UR: nature > natur................c..ccccoeeveenn.... 72
E.1.1.13 Retaining or cutting -SE: tense, practis ............ccc.ccuue..... 72
E.1.1.14 -TE > -T: opposite > OPPOSit........ccccoveeeeerecueeeeeiiiireaaannns 73
E.1LLI.15S -VE > -V: @ive > iV 73
E.1.1.L1I6 -WE > -W: eWe > @W...ccooovvvveieeeeeiieeeeeeeeee e 73
E.1.1.17 French final -E: brunette > brunett .................................. 73
E.1.2 Redundant final -E after vowels........ccccccuvvveiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee. 74
E.1.2.1 Monosyllabic -EE > -E: fee > fe..........cccouvvevieeeciiiecnens 74
E.1.2.2 Final -IE remains -IE: die........ccccccoouuvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiienenne. 74
E.1.2.3 “-OE > -0:f0€ > fO .ccccvvieeieiieeeeeeeeee e 74
E.1.2.4 -UE > -U: argue > Qrgu ........cccocueeeeeeiiieeieniiiieeeeniieeeaenns 74
E. 125 -YE > =Y 7Y@ > 1Y ettt 75
E.1.2.6 -Y-E> =Yl YD > 1Y oo 75
E.2 Redundant medial (or initial) E.........cccccooiiiiiiiiiieee 75
E.2.1 In vowel digraphs.......ccocviveiiiiieiiieeeeeeee e 75
E.2.1.1 HEAR->HAR-: hearth > harth ..................cccccccvvvven...... 75
E.2.1.2 -EAU > -AU: bureau > burau..................c.ccccoouuvvvvveennn.... 75
E.2.1.3 -EE-E > E-E: sleeve > sleve ...........cccccccccoovvviviinninnnnnnnn... 76
E.2.1.4 EL IE > I fiery > firy, frontier > frontir .................cc........ 76
E.2.1.5 Yeoman > YOMan ............c.ccceeeeuveeieeciiiiieeeeciieeeeeeiieea e 76
E2.1.6 EU>U:adieu > Adit.............cccoevvvvuveeeiiiiiiiiiiciiiienennnnannn. 76
E2.1.7 -EW > *W: brew > *¥Brw......cccoovevviieeeeeiiiieeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeenn 77
E.2.1.8 -EY >-Y: donkey > donky ...........cccceevveviinviiiiniiieainans 77
E.2.1.9 mano€uvre > ManCUVT .............ccuuvuueieeeeeeeeierrerriiieeeeeeeeenenns 77
E.2.2 Adjacent t0 CONSONANLS.........cccureerireerieeriienieeeieeeieeeeee e 77
E.2.2.1 -GE >-J:see Chapter 4 ........cccoovveveiiieeiiieeeiee e 77
E.2.2.2 Medial -E- > -: every > eviy...ieecceeeecieeeeieeeeeeeeee 78
E.3 Redundant inflectional E.................ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeieieieeeveieeans 78

E.3.1 Consonant +-ED > -D: washed > washd............cooueeeeeeenn..... 78



6 CUT SPELLING Part I: the system explained

E.3.2.1 Vowel +-ED > -D: taxied > taxid..........cccc.ccceouvevecvveennne... 79
E.3.2.2 Vowel +-ES > -S: potatoes >potatos .............cc.ccuueenn..... 79
E.3.3 -Y, -EY+ -D, -S inflections: replied >replyd, pitied >pitid ..... 79
Redundant F ......iieiniieiineininnnieninsnnecnsnnscsssseecssnessssssessssssessssssesssssesens 80
Redundant G .......eieiineiiiiineiiinneecisnnnecnsnescssseesssssnesssssnssssssesssssessssssesans 80
G.1 SHENE G e 80
G.1.1 -GM > -M: diaphragm > diaphram ................ccceeeeveeeecuvnannee. 80
G.1.2 Initial GN-> N-: gRaAW > HAW...ccuveeeeieeeeiieeeee e, 81
G.1.3 FInal -GN > =Nt 81
G.1.3.1 Spurious -GN > -N: foreign > forein ..........cccccevuveeennnn.. 81
G.1.3.2 Long vowel + -GN > -N: deign > dein .............ccccueeun..... 81
G.1.3.3 -GN >-YN:see Chapter 4..........cccovveeevrereecieeeeriee e 81

G2 g et 81
G.2.1 -AIGH- > -Al-: straight > Strait .........c.cccceveeeeveeeecreeeereeeene, 81
G.2.2 -AUGHT > -AUT: caught > cQut .........ccccvueeeeeveeeecrreeeerenane, 82
G.2.3 -EIGH > -El: €ight > @it .....cccvvveeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeee e 82
G.2.4 -IGH>-Y:see Chapter 4........ccoecveeeeciiieeeieeeeeee e 82
G.2.5 OUGH, the most irregular use of irregular GH........................ 82
G.2.5.1 -OUGH > -O: though > tho ..........cccoveeeeeceeeencieeeereeennen. 82
G.2.5.2 -OUGH > -U: through > thrtt ........cccouveeecveeeeeveeeeveeennen. 82
G.2.5.3 -OUGH > -OU: drought > drout ................cccouveeeeuveeann.... 82
G.2.5.4 OUGHT > OT: 0ught > 0f ....ccccuveeeeieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeen 82
G.2.6 GH>F:see Chapter 4 ........cccooveeeiiieeieeeeiee e 83
G.2.7 GH > K: hough > hok. ......cccccuvveeeiiiiiieeiiieeeeeee e 83
G.2.8 GH > P: hiccough > hicCUp. ........c.oeeveeeeeeeiieaecieeeeiieeeeieeeeee, 83
(G.2.9 GH in Proper NAMES .........eeeeeuvieeeiiieeeiiieeeiieeeeireeeeeeeeeseneee e 83
Redundant H ......coiieinniininnieininneeinssnnecssnescssseessssnsesssseessssssscssssessssssesens 83
H.T Salent H oo 83
H.1.1 H-> - hORESt > ONEST c...ueeeveeeeeeeeeeeee e 83
H.1.2 Consonant +H > consonant + -: exhaust > exaust ................... 83
H.1.3 -AH > -A: cheetah > cheeta...............ccoueeeceeeeecceieancrieeeerenene, 84
H.2 Redundant H in digraphs ........cccceeeeeiiieeiiiieieeeeeee e, 84
H.2.1 ‘Greek’ CH > often C: chaos > caos ..........ccceeeeveeevcveeencnnnnn. 84
H.2.2 Other CHS: yacht > yat .........c...coceueeeecuieeeciieeecieeeeeeeeeee e, 85
H.2.3 GH > G: hoSt > GOSt..ccuuveeaeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 85
H.2.4 PH>F:see Chapter 4......c..coooovviiiiiieeeiee et 85
H.2.5 RH > R: vhythm > rythimn ......c..ooeeeeeieieiieeciieeeeeeeeee e 85
H.2.6 TH > T: thyme > tYM....ccccuveeeiiiieeiieeeciie et 86
H.2.7 WH-> W= WAICh > WICH.....cceeiieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 86
H.2.8 Exotic aspiration: khaki > KQKi ...........ccoceeeveveeeeciieeeiieeeieen, 86

H.3 EXCOPLIONS ....eiiiiiieiiiiieeiiee ettt ettt e e e e eree e e e e 87



CONTENTS & CATALOGUE 7

Redundant L........iiiiininniiiciiinnniiccssssnnniccsssssnecsssssssnecsssssssesssssssssessssssssees 87
| Y (<74 T | PSS 87
[.1.1 Misleading digraphs: friend > frend ..............cccovvvvvcvvveeennnnee. 87
[.1.2 AI-E > A-E: praise > prase...........cccceeeecceeeeeeeccieieeeecieeeeenn, 87

1.1.3 EI-E, IE-E > E-E: receive > receve, believe > beleve............... 87
[.1.4 -EIR > -ER: their > ther ...........ocooceeeeieecciieeeeccieeeeecceee e, 88
[.1.5 -OI usually retained.........ccccceeevieeeiiieeeiie e 88
L1.6 -UlL> U: JUICE > JUCE ..uueeeeeeeiieeeeeiiee e 88
1.1.7 Elision of I: business > DUSHESS..........cccueeeevueeeecreeeerieeeeieeeene, 88

[.2 Listed under RUle 2 ......c.oooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 88
L2.1 fertile > fOrtl....uuuianiiiaiieeeiee et 88
[.2.2 Representing post-accentual shwa .........cccccceviviiieiniiiinninnne 88

1.3 After G > J substitution: see Chapter 4 ..........cccceeeeveeeecveeeecreeeeenen. 89
L4 Y/T PreferenCes ..occeeuvieeeciie ettt e 89
Redundant J marijuana > MarilAna .........eeeeenenneeeeoesnnnerecsscnnsrecsscnsssnees 89
Redundant K ......iieiiiiiiiiiinnnenicnnissnnneccsssnsnecsssssssnecsssssssnesssssssssssssssssssces 89
K1 KN-> K- k0D > 10D ..., 89
K.2 -CK-> -: blackguard > blagard ..................ccooueevcveeeecieencrinannnnen. 89
Redundant L.......iicinivnniiccnisnnniccssssnnnnccssssssnscssssssssscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 89
L.1 -OULD > -(O)UD: could > cud ..........cccccveeeeeiiaacieeeeieeeerieeeen &9
L.2 AL-> A: SAIMON > SAMOMN ......cceveeeeieeeeiee e 90
L.3 Silent L retained ........cccoveieiiiiieeiiieeiee e 90
L.3.1 -ALF, -ALV not cut: half, halv ...........cccooeeveveeieeniieieeinne, 90
L.3.2 -ALK nOt CUL: £Alk ..o 90
L.3.3 -ALM NOt CUL: CAIM..uveianeiiiieiiieeieeeeeeee e 90
L.3.4 -OLK N0t CUL: fOIK c.evveeiieeiiieieecieeeeeeee e 90
L.3.5 COIONEL ... 90
Redundant M: mNRemONIC > HEMORNIC a.aeeeeeeeeessssssrnnssrsseccssssssssssssssssssassss 91
Redundant N: condemmn > CONACH ........uuuueneneveouneiinsneronssnnicsssasicssnsncnes 91
Redundant O ......eiicinnniiiciinsnnnicsssssnnnecssssnssnecsssssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 91
O.1 -EO-> -E-: people > peple .........cueeeeeceiiieiiieeiieeeciie e 91
0.2 OFE- > E-: fOCIUS > fOIUS .....oeeeeeeeeeeiieeeieeeeiieeeeieeeeveeeeveeesaaeeen 91
0.3 -0O0->-0-:blood > blod..............ccovveeeeoeiiaeciieieeccieeeeeeen 91
O.4 OU > Uittt ettt ettt e e saaaee e 92
O.4.1 YOU > Uy YOUF ™ VI .evvieeeeeiieeeeeeciiee e creee e ree e e eareee e e 92
0.4.2 TO OU for long U: through > thru.............cccoveeeevveeeecreeannnen. 92
0.4.3 TO OU for short U: touch > tuch .........cccoveeevceveeceveeceeareeannen. 92
0.4.4 -OULD > -UD: could > cud...........ooeeeveereiiiaaciiieeeecrieeeen, 92
0.4.5 -OUR- > -UR-: SCOUFZE > SCUFZE ....evvveeeeeeeieeeiiaeeeeeee, 92
0.4.6 -OUS > -US: enormous > eNOTMUS ..........eeeeeeeeeeeeececrrvrereeaaannns 92

0.5 mMoustache > MUSTACKH .....nneeeeiiee e 93



8 CUT SPELLING Part I: the system explained

0.6 colonel > colnel.........coccuvieeiiiiieiiieee e 93
0.7 Loss of post-accentual shwa spelt O by Rule 2............ccceeeivenneen. 93
0.8 word and tWo NOL CUL.......cceciiieeiieeeiee et 93
Redundant P......iiiiiiiivniiicniinnnnicssssnnnccssssssnncsssssssnscssssssssscssssssssssssssses 93
P.1 Silent initial P-: psalm > Salm ..........ccccooeeevveeciiieeiiieeieeeeeeeeee, 93
P.2 -MP + consonant > -M + consonant: empty > emty ..........cccceeeu.... 93
P.3 TECEIPE = TECRIL uvveeiiiiieciie ettt ettt e e e e e e e 93
P.4 sapphire > Saphire........cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiicciee e 94
P.5 Elided P before consonant: cupboard > cubord.............................. 94
P.6 Silent French -P: coup > c(0)t.....uuueecueeeaiiiiaiiiieiiieeeeeeeeee 94
P.7 PH > F: 56 Chapter 4.......cceeeiiieiiieeiieeieeeee et 94
Redundant Q ......cciiieeeiiiinnnnnnseeeecccssssssssssssssssescssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssss 94
Redundant R.........ciiiiiiiiiinnnnnnniiecccsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 94
R.1 R not normally Cut.........cceeiviiiiiiiiiieiee e 94
R.2 -R +shwa + R: [iterary > [itry ......ccccoveeeeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeee e, 95
Redundant S ........ocuiiiniviiininniinniniinssnicsssnsicsssssesssssessssssessssssssssssssnssses 95
S.1 Traditional silent S: isle > ile........cccceeveiiieniiieeiieeecee e 95
S.2 Final silent French S: debris > debri ..............ccccvveeeveeeecrinaennnannn, 95
S.3 -SE > -ZE: 0rganise > 0rganize ..............cccoeeeeeecuveeeesiciineeeeescveeens 95
S.4 PS> 8:56€ Chapter S .....coccviiiiiiiieeeiieeeee e 95
S.5 -SC- > -C-: CONSCIOUS > CONCIUS.......uuveeeeciriieeeeeiieeeeeeiieeeeesvaeenn 95
Redundant T......coiiiieiicrnnniccssssnnnscsssssnsnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 95
T.1 -TCH > -CH: pitch > PiCh ....c.oooeeeeeeiieiieeieeieee et 95
T.2 -FT-> -F-1 Often > Offl cccuoeeeeeeieieieeeeeeeeeee e 96
T.3 -ST-> -S-: WhiStle > WISI ......ooeeeiiieiieeeeeeeeee e 96
T.4 Final silent French T: depot > depo .............cccueeecvvievciiieiieeannen. 96
Redundant U......ceeiiiinicnneiecsscsnnnecsssssssnncssssssssscssssssssscsssssssssssssssssssssssens 96
U.1 Aberrant values NOt CUL .........ceeeveiiieeiiieeeiie e 96
U.2 U cut after CONSONANLS.........cccveeiriiieeiiieeeiieeeeieeeeereeeeieeeesneee e 96
U.2.1T ATEE G et et e 96
U.2.1.1 Hard GU + A, O > sometimes GA, GO: guard > gard.... 96
U.2.1.2 Hard GU + E, I, Y > GE, GI, GY: guest > gest................ 97
U.2.1.3 Final -GUE > -GE: vague > vage ...........cccccccevveeeveeenne... 97

U.2.2 Silent U cut after Q: plaque > plaq................cccevuveeeereveannnnnn. 97
U.2.3 -CU- NOt CUL: DISCUIL....cccuveeerieeiieeiieeeieeeieeeiee et eee e 97

U.3 Redundant U with other VOWels..........ccccvveiiiiiiiiniiiiieiiecieee, 97
U331 AU-> A= fault > falt ...oneeeeeeeeeeeieeeieeeeee et 97
U.3.2 -UI-> -I=: build > Dild..........oooeeeeeeiiiaiieieeeieeeeeee e 98
U.3.3 -OU > O: shoulder > sholder ..............cccoouevuieniiiiniiaannnn. 98
U.3.4 DUOY > DOV .eeveeeeeeeeee ettt vee e e saae e s eaee e 98

U.3.5 DUY = DY ettt ettt aae e s 98
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Redundant V....iicinciiiiiiniinnniccnsssnnniccsssssnecsssssssnecssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 98
Redundant W .....iiiiiiiiiciinnnniccnsssnnniccsssnsneccssssssnscssssssssscsssssssssssssssssses 98
W.1 Initial silent W......ooooooiiiiiee e 98
W.1.1 WH- > H-: whole > hole .............cooeeeeeeeiiaaiiiieeeeciieeeen, 98
W.1.2 WR-> Re: WEIST > FISE i 98

W.2 Medial silent W: sword > SOrd .............ocooeeeveeeiieeiiieeeeecieeeee, 99
W.3 FINal “-OW > =O ittt 99
W.3.1 Monosyllabic -OW > -O: blow>blo...........ccceceeuvevveveereaannnnne. 99
W.3.2 Problems of cutting -OW =+ suffixX .........cccoeveviiiiiciiieeieeee, 99
W.3.2.1 cOWN UNCUL....oiiiiieeiieeiie ettt e 100
W.3.2.2 -OWED > -OED: crowed>croed....................cccccuu....... 100
W.3.2.3 cOWY ettt e 100
W.3.2.4 0Wing > 0iNg, OWS > 08 ..evveeeeeeiiiiieeeeiiieeeeesiieee e 100

W.3.3 Disyllabic -OW > -O: follow > follo............ccccoueveecuveeeennnnnns 101
Redundant X.....iiceivcciiiceiisnnneccssssnnnnccssssssencsssssssncssssssssncssssssssssssssnsans 101
X.1 Final silent French -X .........ccccooiiiiiiiiiii e 101
X2 =X 0T =CT? ettt e e 101
X3 @CSIASY OF EXIASYT .vvveeeeeiiiee et e eeetee e e ette e e e e sareeeeensraeaeeenes 101
Redundant Y....iicinncnneiccnssnnnnicsissnsnnccsssssssnecsssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssans 101
Y1 YOU S Uittt ettt e e e eaaa e e e 101
Y.2 Redundant post-vocalic -Y: key > ke .....ccovvveveiiiiciiiieiiiieieee, 102
Y.3 I for short value, Y for long value: gipsy/tyro (cf. 1.4)................ 102
Y.4 -EY >-Y: donkey > donky .........cccoeovoeivoiiiiniiiiieiieeeeeeeee 102
Y.5 Miscellaneous alternatives t0 Y .....coccvvevveeeieeeiiieeie e 103
Redundant Z........cccoummnneiiiicccssssssssnnsssnessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 103
RULE 2: CUTTING UNSTRESSED VOWELS .....ccovveienercsarcssarcssnnes 104
Category 1: (a) Unstressed vowels before L, M, N, R ......cccccoovriiinnnnnne 104
(b) Cutting post-, but not pre-accentual shwa .............c............ 104

(c) Problems of post-accentual shwa in TO ............cceeeeuerenneen. 105

(d) Clarifying Stress Patterns .........cceeeeveerveeeiveeeireeerveenveenveens 105

(e) The power of consonant Strings ..........cceeeeveeeereeereeerveennenns 105

(f) Coping with consonant Strings ...........ccceeeeevveeercveeeesveeennnnen. 106
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Category 2: Vowels in SUFFIXES......ccoociiiiriiieiiiie e 107
Category 1: Before L, M, N, Ru...ccouviiiiivriinisiinsssnnicscnrccssnncsssnsncssnsees 107
| 0 N 41 1 o) T PSS 107
1.1.L.1 candle > candl ..............cccccoeevveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeaen, 108
1.1.L.A SIGNAL > SIGNL ...t 108
1.1.L.E CAMEL = CAM ... 108
1.1.L.I JOSSIL > fOSSI et 108
1.1.L.O SYMbBOL > SYMDI .........oveeviiiiiieeceeeeee e 109
1.1.L.U CONSUL ™ CONSL ... 109
1.1.L.YY MELNYL > MELNL ... 109
1.1.L.2 VICTUALS > VITLS ..ovvveeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaas 109
I.1.L.C difficult > difficlt........cccooeeeeoiiiiiiieieeee e 109
L.1.M Syllabic M ..ot 109
1.1.M.A Dantam > DANIM .............oeueeeeeeeeieeaenaans 109
I.1.M.E SYSTEIL > SYSIM ceeenveeeeeeiiieeeeeeieeeeeeteeeeeeareeeeeneees 109
1.1.M.1 VICHIIN = VICEI oo 109
1.1.M.0 ALOTL ™ QI e e e e e 109
1.1.M.U AIDUIM > QLD ... 109
LIMY  SYHONYIN > SYPHONML.....eeveeeeeeiieee e e eeieeeeeevaeae e 109
L.1N Sylabic Nt 110
I1.1.N.A UFDAN > UFDTL......eeiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 110
1.1.N.E garden > GArdn ..............cccoeeeeeeeeiiiieeeie e 110
1.1.N.I Cabin > Cabm ..........ccceeeviiiiiiiiieiiii e 110
1.1.N.O [eMON > [eMN ... 110
1.I.N.U Whitsun > Witsn..........cccccoeviiiiiii 110
1.1.N.2 certain > certn, fashion > fashn.............cccccoveevueennnnnns 110
1.1.N.C instant > instnt, insistent > insistnt, second > secnd... 111
1.1.R Syllabic R...oooiiiiiiiiieeceeceee e 111
I.1.R.A VICAY > VICE weveeeeiieeeeeeieeeeee e e e eeeeeieee e e e e 111
I.1.R.E 1eAChEr > LCACHT ..........ooovvveeeeeiiiiiiiiieieiieeiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 111
I.1.R.EEU  amateur > Qmatr .............coooeeeeeeiieeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeinnns 111
I.1.R.I Cheshire > CRESIE ......cccoooeveeeeeeieiiieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 112
1.1.R.O SALLOF > SALIF <. 112
1.1.R.OU  glamour > glamr ...............cccoeeeeueieeciiiieciieeecieeeeieeen 112
1.1.R.U TUFIUT ™ TUFTIE ©.oovvveveeeeeeeeseneesssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnnsann. 112
1.1.RUO  [anguor > Iangr............c.ccccueeeevueeeecieieeiieeeecieeeeieeens 112
I.1.RY TNATEVE > TATTT .eeeeeeiieeeeeeeetee e e eetee e e siree e s e niiaeee s 112
1.1.R.C standard > SLandrd ..............oooeeeeeeeieiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeenn, 112
1.2 Cutting shwa in non-final syllables ............cccccceveriiiiniiieencieeee, 112
1.2.L Jamily > famly .........cccoeeeeeeeeciiieiieeeee e 113
1.2.M CHLEINY > @I ..vvveeeeeueeeeeeeesiieeeeesssreeeeeessseeeessssseeeesanas 113
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1.2.N €DONY > @DMY ..ot 113
1.2.R e A 2 o USRS 113
1.3 Cutting shwa after secondary stress: cons(o)lation................... 113
1.4 Reduplicated cOnSONANLS .........ccceeeeeeveeeriiieeeniiee e e eeee e 114
1.4.MM TAXTIMUIL > TIAXIIIN «.ooeeeeiiieeeeeeireeeeessseeeesesnesseeens 114
1.4.NN [INEN > [INM oot 114
1.4.RR CFFOF > @FF ..uvveeeeeiireeeeeseieeeeeesnrseeeessssseeesennsseaesnnns 115
1.5 Double cutting by Rule 2: excellent > exint ..............ccccceeuveenn.... 115
1.5.1.LM Jerusalem > Jersusim..........ccoccceeecceeeieeesieeenneennnnns 116
1.5.2.LNT INSOLENt > TNSINL ......cceeveeiiiieeieeieee e 116
1.5.3.LR SIMILAT > STMUY oo 116
1.5.4.ML ANIMAL > AAM ... 116
1.5.5.MM MAXTIMUI > IAXTIM ...eoveeeiiieeeeeeiieeeeeeieeeesssnieeeeens 116
1.5.6.MN adamant > admnt.............ccoceeeeveeeeciieencieeeseiee e 117
1.5.7.MR CUSTOMET = CUSIINT ..vveveeeiieeeeaeieeeeeeeeieeeeeeeniaeeee s 117
1.5.8.NL CPIMINAL > CPIMAL ..o 117
1.5.9.NM platinum > platnm ..............cocoeeeveeeeceeeniieeeeeeeeee, 117
1.5.10.NN  permanent > permmnnt ...........cccccvueeeeeeecrveeeensecrveeenannns 117
1.5.11.NR gardener > GArdnr ...........cccceeeeeeieieeiiieeeiie e 117
1.5.12.RL SEVEIFAL > SEVIL ..ccevvveeiieeeiee e 118
1.5.13.RM MATJOVAM > MATJI M cveeeeeeeiveeeeeeiireeeeesnsreeeeesnsseeaans 118
1.5.14.RN t0lerant > tOIFNL ...........oocceeeeeeeeciieeieeeieeeeeee e 118
1.5.15.RR EINPEYOF > CHIDTIY ...vvveeeeeerveeeeeeeivreeeeesssreeeeessseeeaeans 119
1.5.16.RLY satisfactorily > satisfactrly.........cccccoevecoveeencunnnnnne. 119
TABLE 1 Structures of combined L, M, N, R CutS.....cccccccueeeereccccssscnnns 119
1.6.X Exceptions to Rule 2 syllabic L, M, N, R spellings................... 119
1.6.1.X Preceding long vowel + consonant: even # sevn ................ 119
1.6.1.XL OVAL F GFOVL oo 119
1.6.1.XM TECIML FE QI oo 120
1.6.1. XN PAZAN F WAZGN ..vvvveeaieeeeeeeirieeeeeeiveeeeeenreeeeennnns 120
1.6.1.XR JOVEE Z @VF ettt 120
1.6.1.XX WEEVIL > WeEVI .....ooocvveeeiieeeieeeeee e 120
1.6.2.X Preceding palatized consonant lesion # lessn.................... 120
1.6.2.XC PENCIL F UNCL ... 121
1.6.2.XG TNEFZOY > MEITF cevveeeeevreeeeesireeeeenevaeeeeenvaeeas 121
1.6.2.X1 Palatized consonant modified by following I ...... 121
1.6.2.1.XIAL official # MusSicCl...........cccooevveeveveciieeieeennen. 121
1.6.22. XTAN  Titian # Ditth.......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeieeeiieeeeeeeiens 122
1.6.2.3.XION  suspicion # republicn ...............cccuueeeeeunnne.... 122
1.6.3.XV With a preceding pronounced vowel ............cceeeeunennnee. 122
1.6.3.XV.1.L Juel # fUll ......cceeeeeeeieeiieeeieeee e, 122

1.6.3.XV.2.UL equal, sequel...............ccoveeeciiiiciiieeiiieeen, 122
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1.6.3.XV.3.XUL  actual > actul ...............ccceeveveeeeccnneaaaannnnen.. 123
1.6.3.XV.4.MN TMUSEUN, TEALAN ......o.ccvveeeeeeieeeeeecireeeeenn, 123
1.6.3.V.5.R seer, folloer, happier > happir..................... 123

1.6.4.XS barn, Karen, reverent > reViht........ccceeeeeeeveeeeeecirvenaan, 124
TABLE 2 Admissible and inadmissible L, M, N, R combinations....... 124
RULE 2, Category 2: Vowels in Suffixes......ccccceeevcnerrccssscnnerccssscnnenccsssnnnns 125
2.D  needed > needd, waited > waitd ..............ccc.coeeveieiiriiiennnnnnn, 125
2.NG hopping > hopng vS HOPING ........ccceeeeecueeeeiiieeeciieeeiee e, 126

2R WAFMEE > WAFMIF ...ccccivieieeeiiiee e eeeveee e e e evaaea e 127

2.S CRUYCRES > CRUTCRS ....oooeeeeeiieeieeeeeee e 127
2.VS  DOLALOES > POLALOS .........uueeeeeeeeeeeeeciieeeeeecieeeeeeeieee e eevaaea e 128
2.ST  WarmesSt > WAFMSE ........uueeeeeeeriieeeeeciieeeeeecireeeeeeeveeeeeevaeeeeens 128
2.BL eatable > eatbl, edible > edbl .................ccccvvveeeecuveeiiaacnnnnannn 128
TABLE 3 Patterns of vowel cutting in inflections and suffixes............. 131
RULE 3: SIMPLIFYING DOUBLED CONSONANTS ...ccccceeeutesnresennes 132
531 (06 18 (o1 1033 WSS 132

1 Simplifying doubled final consoONants .........cccceeeevveericcsscnnnesccsssnnnsnees 133
1.1.MV Monosyllables beginning with a vowel: ebb > eb ........... 133
1.2.CK Words ending in CK: lock > [0k ..........oooveeveeeernieannnnnn, 134
1.3.FF Words ending in FF: staff > staf .......cccccoovvevvvecveennanen. 134
1.4.LL Words ending in LL........cccoccoiviiiiniiiniieiece e, 135
1.4.1.LL  Monosyllabic words ending in LL: all > al ................. 135
1.42.LL  Polysyllabic words ending in LL: enroll > enrol......... 135
1.5.MM “GVAMME > =ZFAM ..eeeeeiieee e e eeee e 135
1.6.RR Words ending in RR: purr > pur.........ccoccevvvvecvivennnnne, 135
1.7.SS Final SS not cut: pass .......cceeevvveeeiiiieiiieecee e, 136
1.8.TT Words ending in TT: matt > mat, brunette > brunet....... 137
1.9.27 Words ending in ZZ: jazz > jaz........cccoeeeeeueeeecveeannneenne, 137

2 Doubled medial CONSONANTS.......ccovvvnrrecisscsnnrecssssnsreccsssnsrecssssnsssscsses 137
2.1 Before syllabic L, M, N, Ro...oooiiiiiieee e, 137
2.1.1.L APPLE > AP ... 137
2.1.2.M DOIOM > DO ... 138
2.1.3.N SUAAEN > SUAN...........oooeeeiiiieiiiieieeeee e 138
2.1.4R COPPET > COPY .evvveeeeaaeeeeeeevsreeeeaaeeeeessnnssneeeaaeens 138

2.2 Before other endings.........cccueevveeriieriiieeiie e 138
2.2.1.ET  Before final -ET: bonnet > bonet..............cccceuuveeunnn.. 138

2.2.2.GE  Mainly before final -AGE: cabbage > cabage ............ 139
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2.23.0 Before final -OW: follow > folo...........ccccueeeeuveeennnnn.. 139
2.2.4.0K  Before final -OCK: haddock > hadok.......................... 140
2.2.5.0P  LL before final -OP: gallop > galop............................ 140
2.2.6.SH  Before final -ISH: snobbish > snobish......................... 140
2.2.7.1T In Italian loan words: spaghetti > spageti.................... 141
2.2.8 Miscellaneous doubled consonants....................c.c........ 141
2.3.LG Various doubled consonants from Latin and Greek................ 141
2.4.SS Medial SS selectively CUt......eeeeviiiieeiiiecciieeceeee e, 142
2.4.1 Final SSuncut.........cooovvviiiiiiiie e 142
2.4.2 Final SS + suffixes: pasd, pasng, passes...................... 143
243 SS cut at prefix boundaries: assent > asent ................. 143
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2.5 Medial doubled consonants kept in disyllabic words.................... 145
2.5.1 Before -Y or I(E): holly # holy.........oueeeeveeeaiiieeene 145
2.5.2 Miscellaneous cases: comma # COmMA.........eeeeeeeunnnnn.... 146
QI 373 (0 WY 11 70, €L 146
3.1 Before =D oo hopped > hopd 146
3.2 Before -NG: ....ooiiiiiieeeeeceeeeee e hopping > hopng 147
3.3 Before -R: oo thinner > thinr 147
3.4 Before -ST: i thinnest > thinst 147
3.5 Before -BL: ..o unstoppable > unstopbl 148
4 Consonant doubling by prefix-assimilation in TO .........ccccceeeruueeee. 148
4.1 Latin: affect > Qfect ........ooeecueeeecueeeeeiieeeeiee et 149
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5 Doubled consonants at morpheme boundaries. ......cccccceeeevneicscnnncnne 151
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T 0 I 0 TSR innate > inate 151
ST2UN i unnecessary > unecesry 151
S.L3.DS e dissuade > disuade 152
STAMS .o misspell > mispel 152
SAS5RR overrun, underrun > over(-r)un, undr(-r)jun 153
5.2 TO doubling by Suffixation ............cceeeveeriierciieniiieeiieerie e 153
521 LL i, recoilless > recoiless, beautifully > butifuly 153
S22 NN e openness > openess 154

5.3 Hyphenation of compound words: pen-nife but canot................... 154
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